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CELEBRATING TEN YEARS  
           COMMUNITY • CULTURE • CONSERVATION

Tonight, we celebrate a remarkable milestone— 
ten years of Whittemore.
Ten years of bringing people together.
Ten years of art and music, gardens and trails, food and friendship, wellness and 
education.
Ten years of protecting and sharing this extraordinary landscape.
Ten years of creating a place where people can gather, discover, learn, reflect, 
celebrate and connect with nature and with one another.
What began as a vision has grown into a vibrant community, made possible by the 
countless people who have believed in Whittemore and helped shape what it has 
become.
Tonight, we celebrate them.
We celebrate the artists, musicians, chefs, educators, gardeners, conservationists, 
volunteers, partners, sponsors, donors, friends and neighbors who have been part of 
our story.
We celebrate all that has been accomplished.
And together, we look forward to all that is still to come.

Welcome to the
WHITTEMORE 10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY GALA
September 19, 2026

Celebrating the first ten years. 
Inspiring the next ten.



A LETTER FROM  
           OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

Tonight, as we celebrate ten years of Whittemore – Community, Culture & 
Conservation, I find myself thinking not only about how far we have come, but about all 
of the people who made this journey possible.

Whittemore has always been more than a place.

It is 180 acres of gardens, trails, meadows, forests and gathering spaces, but what gives 
Whittemore its life is the community that fills them.

Over the past decade, we have watched children discover the natural world, artists 
share their work, musicians fill our gardens with song, neighbors gather around food, 
volunteers care for our landscape, and people find moments of peace and reflection 
along our trails and at our Mindful Labyrinth. We have welcomed conversations, 
celebrations, learning, creativity and connection—all rooted in our commitment to 
Community, Culture & Conservation.

Our idea of culture has grown far beyond the walls of a gallery. At Whittemore, culture 
is art and music. It is food and storytelling. It is wellness and education. It is sharing a 
meal through Food Makes Friends, listening to a concert in the gardens, discovering 
an artist’s work, walking quietly through the woods, or watching a child experience 
something in nature for the very first time.

Conservation is equally at the heart of everything we do. Our gardens, trails, pollinator 
habitats, beehives, meadows and natural spaces remind us that stewardship is not simply 
about preserving land. It is about creating opportunities for people to understand it, 
care for it and feel connected to it.

None of this happens alone.

Whittemore exists because of an extraordinary community of partners, sponsors, 
donors, artists, musicians, chefs, teachers, instructors, gardeners, volunteers, board 
members, staff, our Junior Team and friends who continue to give their time, creativity, 
expertise and generosity.

To each of you: thank you.

Thank you for believing that this place matters. Thank you for helping us grow. Thank 
you for showing up, participating, volunteering, donating, creating, teaching, planting, 
cooking, performing and sharing Whittemore with others.

This anniversary is not simply a celebration of what we have accomplished. It is a 
moment to look ahead.

There is still so much more we can do.

As we begin Whittemore’s next decade, we will continue to expand opportunities for 
education, the arts, music, wellness, conservation and community connection while 
caring for the landscape that makes all of it possible.

My hope is that Whittemore will always remain a place where people can come 
together, experience something meaningful and leave feeling a little more connected—
to nature, to one another and to themselves.

Tonight, we celebrate ten remarkable years.

More importantly, we celebrate all of you who made them possible—and the next 
chapter we will build together.

With gratitude,



LETTER FROM  
           THE BOARD

It’s hard to believe that we’ve been working on Whittemore CCC for a decade now. Our goal was to create a 
place where people can gather, enjoy nature, gardens, and the arts and music in a natural setting. We wanted to 
promote health and provide delicious food, some of which is sourced directly from our own property.

Under Carolyn’s dedicated guidance, we’ve made significant progress in fulfilling our vision. She’s been the driving 
force behind most of this achievement.

We want to express our gratitude to all those who contributed to making this vision a reality: the volunteers, 
artists, naturalists, and other partners. And of course, we owe a huge thank you to all the donors who have 
supported us.

Believe it or not, we’re still at the beginning of our journey. As we grow and become more financially stable, we’ll 
continue to expand our programing and bring in experts who can share their knowledge about the wonders of 
Whittemore. One of our next priorities is to establish an interpretive trail system.

Lastly, we want to extend my deepest gratitude to Carolyn, the entire Gala Planning Committee, and our 
volunteers for their exceptional planning, setup, and execution of a fantastic event.

Please continue to enjoy Whittemore, and thank you so much for your ongoing support. 

Brian Flegg  
Board of Directors - Friends of Whittemore 
All Things Garden & Nature

Dawn Pogosaew 
Board of Directors - Friends of Whittemore 
Steward of the Property

Eugene Benenson 
Board of Directors - Friends of Whittemore

preserved, cared for and 
opened for discovery



WELCOME  
           TONIGHT AT WHITTEMORE

OUR MISSION

Whittemore – Community, Culture & Conservation brings people together through nature, the arts, music, food, wellness and 
education while stewarding and sharing the land that makes these experiences pos

6:00 PM

COCKTAILS IN THE GARDENS
Welcome • Cocktails • Hors d’oeuvres

LIVE MUSIC BY THE JUSTIN KEMP TRIO

SPECIAL UNVEILING
Christine Sauerteig-Pilaar’s

Community-Driven Collaborative Installation

A new work created with contributions from the 
Whittemore community and inspired by our relationship 
with nature, reflection and shared stewardship. 

DINNER IN PUMPKIN FIELD
Welcome & Remarks

10-Year Anniversary Celebration

Dinner by Food Makes Friends

LIVE AUCTION
One-of-a-Kind Whittemore Experiences

Supporting the Future of Whittemore

CELEBRATION CONTINUES

Dessert • Dancing • Friends • Community



WHITTEMORE GALA MENU  
          A TASTE OF WHITTEMORE

FROM OUR FIELDS,  
FARMS & FRIENDS

Tonight’s menu celebrates the farmers, growers, 
foragers, makers and food partners who help bring  
Food Makes Friends to the Whittemore table.

The Foraged Feast • Jersey Artisan  
The Wandering Shuckers • Doyle’s Farm  
Krishok’s Harvest • Ironbound Farm  
Metropolitan Seafood & Gourmet  
Alstede Farms • Misty Acres Farm

Gathered locally.  
Prepared thoughtfully.  
Shared together.

Because at Whittemore, food has always been 
about more than what is on the plate—it is  
about bringing people together and breaking 
bread in community.

Flowers, Centerpieces by Flowers by the River
Photography by Aeh Jayh Hollenbeck
Videography by Kelvin Tineo
DJ – Joe Grillo
Auctioneer Sebastian Clarke

VIP COCKTAIL HOUR
Signature Gala Cocktail 

Crafted by 3BR Distillery 
along with a selection of cocktails, wine & beverages

Amuse-Bouche 
A special opening bite from the kitchen

COCKTAIL HOUR
IN THE GARDENS OF WHITTEMORE PRESENTED BY 3BR DISTILLERY

Jersey Artisan Cheese & Charcuterie 
Local and artisan cheeses, cured meats, breads & seasonal accompaniments

Oysters on the Half Shell 
Presented by The Wandering Shuckers

Street Corn Deviled Eggs
Wood-Fired Pizzas 

From the Whittemore earth oven, featuring locally sourced cheeses  
and seasonal toppings

A Tableau of Seasonal Bites 
Local vegetables, smoked fish, wild edibles & other tastes inspired by the season

Chaos Noodles 
Wild mushrooms & braised local lamb

DINNER
AT THE TABLE
FIRST COURSE 

Seasonal Vegetable Escabeche 
Local edamame & savory granola

MAIN COURSE 
Spiced Milk-Braised Local Chicken 

Roasted carrots with lemon & lovage, Swiss chard and wild mushroom potato smash

DESSERT 
Pawpaw Shortcake 

Red raspberries, raspberry-cassis coulis & cardamom whipped cream



OUR SEVEN PLATFORMS
Seven platforms. One mission. A decade of bringing people together through art, music, wellness, nature, gardens, education  

and food - while caring for the extraordinary landscape that makes it all possible.

ART
LED BY DAVID HOROWITZ, JEFF MASE & DAVID SCOTT
Creating • Exhibiting • Connecting

For ten years, Whittemore has created a place where art and nature meet. Our galleries, 
workshops, artist talks, outdoor installations and Sculpture Garden have welcomed 
established and emerging artists while making art accessible to our community. From 
exhibitions such as our current THEN & NOW to our extraordinary recently installed Harry 
Gordon 28,000-pound sculpture, “Oscar,” art continues to transform the way  
we experience Whittemore.

BY THE  
NUMBERS EXHIBITIONS & 

COMMUNITY 
EXPERIENCES

WELLNESS
LED BY DR. ELLEN GANEK & CARL KLEMME
Move • Breathe • Reflect

For a decade, Dr. Ganek and Carl have helped shape Wellness at Whittemore around 
the belief that nature itself can be part of our well-being. Tai Chi, yoga, Pilates, sound 
meditation, forest bathing and mindfulness invite our community to slow down, move and 
reconnect. In 2026, that journey found a permanent home with the dedication of our 
Mindful Labyrinth and Meditation Trail.

BY THE  
NUMBERS THOUSANDS  

OF MOMENTS 
TO PAUSE

MUSIC
LED BY JASMINE BLOCH-KREMPELS
Gathering • Listening • Celebrating

Music has become part of the rhythm of Whittemore. Our Garden Concerts bring 
musicians and neighbors together for evenings where the landscape becomes the stage. 
From intimate acoustic performances to larger community celebrations, music has 
helped us create something wonderfully simple: a reason to gather, listen and enjoy 
being together.

BY THE  
NUMBERS ONE OUTDOOR STAGE: 

THE GARDENS OF 
WHITTEMORE

NATURE, CONSERVATION & TRAILS
LED BY BRIAN FLEGG & DAWN POGOSAEW
Protecting • Restoring • Stewarding

Conservation is at the heart of Whittemore. Across our 180 acres and 11 miles of trails, 
a decade of thoughtful stewardship is helping restore a healthy, diverse ecosystem. By 
removing invasives, planting native trees and plants, restoring meadows, supporting 
pollinators and protecting natural habitats, we are seeing the land respond - native plants 
are flourishing and native wildlife is returning. Our trails allow the community to experience 
firsthand the landscape we work so hard to protect.

BY THE  
NUMBERS THOUSANDS OF 

TREES & NATIVE 
PLANTINGS



GARDENS
LED BY EMILY MCCOLLUM
Growing • Gathering • Belonging

Whittemore’s gardens are places to grow, learn, gather and connect. From our Community 
Gardens and cultivated landscapes to pollinator-friendly plantings and seasonal projects, 
they have evolved through the dedication of our gardeners, Green Team, volunteers and 
community partners. They are living spaces - changing with the seasons and bringing people 
together through a shared love of the land.

BY THE  
NUMBERS COUNTLESS 

VOLUNTEER 
HOURS

COMMUNITY 
GARDEN 
PLOTS 

LBS PRODUCE 
DONATED

FOOD MAKES FRIENDS
LED BY BEN WALMER, DAN LIPOW & HENRY REED
Growing • Cooking • Sharing

At Whittemore, Food Makes Friends is about much more than what is on the plate. It is about what 
happens when we gather around a table and break bread together. Rooted in the seasons and our 
connection to the land, Food Makes Friends brings together local farms, gardens, artisan producers, 
chefs and our community through shared meals and experiences. From our Earth Oven and Fire 
Rig used at Garden Concerts, art exhibits and all our celebrations, food has become another way 
Whittemore creates connection — one table, one meal and one friendship at a time.

NOTABLES

VOLUNTEERS

BY THE  
NUMBERS THOUSANDS OF 

MEALS SHARED 
THANKSGIVING 
MEALS 
DONATED 

 LOCAL  
FARMS & COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS  

GENEROUS HANDS 
SUSTAINING OUR 

PROGRAMS, GARDENS 
AND TRAILS.

HANDS-ON LEARNING 
THROUGH CLUBS, FIELD 

TRIPS AND NATURE 
CAMPS.

DIRECT SUPPORT FOR 
THE TEWKSBURY FAMILY 

ASSISTANCE FUND

EDUCATION
LED BY STORRIE CRUTCHLEY
Discovering • Learning • Inspiring

At Whittemore, nature is the classroom. Through camps, workshops, school 
partnerships, children’s programs and hands-on experiences, young people are 
encouraged to explore, ask questions and develop their own relationship with the 
natural world. Our Junior Team extends that philosophy by giving the next generation 
opportunities to participate, volunteer and lead..

BY THE  
NUMBERS COUNTLESS 

HOURS LEARNING 
OUTDOORS

EDUCATION GIVING BACK

240+     
CHEF  
APPEARANCES 



Live Auction Experience

1. AROUND THE WHITTEMORE TABLE
A Private Food Makes Friends Culinary Experience for Eight
Gather friends around the table for an extraordinary private dinner 
prepared by Whittemore’s Food Makes Friends team in collaboration with 
the Highlands Dinner Club, celebrating local farms, seasonal ingredients, 
and the joy of community.

Because the best conversations always begin around the table.

4. FISHING ADVENTURE
An Exclusive Flint Hill Fishing Experience
Flint Hill Preserve Fly Fishing for Two: A guided fishing excursion 
and optional instruction along the Black River in Pottersville with a 
streamside picnic basket for two.
Dates to be scheduled in fall 2026 or early spring 2027.

2. THE HUDSON ESCAPE
An Exclusive Sporting Clay Adventure for Four
Spend the day at the prestigious Hudson Farm enjoying an unforgetta-
ble sporting clay experience followed by a private lunch at one of New 
Jersey’s most exclusive clubs.

A day of luxury, sport, and camaraderie.

5. A CULINARY JOURNEY
An Exclusive Chef’s Dinner for Ten with Chef Hank Reed
Gather around the table for an unforgettable evening created by 
Chef Hank Reed, founder of Culinary Journeys. Begin with a signa-
ture welcome cocktail and cocktail hour featuring three appetizers, 
followed by an intimate four-course dinner and dessert, thoughtfully 
prepared for you and nine guests.
An evening of exceptional food, warm hospitality, and the simple joy 
of sharing a remarkable meal together.
Ten guests. One table. One unforgettable Culinary Journey.

3. THE METROPOLITAN SOIRÉE
A Private Gourmet Cooking Demo & Dinner for Eight
Metropolitan Seafood & Gourmet will cater a gourmet dinner demo 
in your home for a spectacular private party for up to 8 guests.
Owner, Mark Drabich, will personally prepare homemade recipes 
with the finest and freshest quality seafood. Each dish will be 
cooked in real time, in a fun cooking class demonstration.
Valid for locations within a 30-mile radius of Lebanon, NJ

6. THE HONEY HARVEST
Sponsor a Whittemore Beehive
Become the steward of one of Whittemore’s three beehives and play a 
special role in supporting the pollinators that help our gardens, meadows, 
and surrounding landscape thrive.

Name your hive, visit Whittemore’s beekeepers for a behind-the-scenes 
experience, take part in the honey harvest and of course, enjoy jars of 
your very own Whittemore honey.

Only three hives available.



A Special Thank You  
to Zack Zamarra

As we celebrate 10 years of Whittemore, 
there is one very special member of our 
Whittemore family who cannot be with us 
tonight.

For the past five years, Zack Zamarra has been my Strategic Assistant, 
and we have had the privilege of watching him grow from a quiet, curious 
volunteer into a confident, capable and compassionate young man who 
became someone I and all of Whittemore - could truly depend upon.

Zack has touched nearly every corner of Whittemore, always willing to 
step in, work hard and do whatever was needed. But more than what 
he accomplished, we will remember his integrity, humility and genuine 
commitment to our community.

Zack isn’t with us tonight because he is beginning an exciting new chapter at 
the University of Michigan.

Zack, thank you for five incredible years. Watching you grow has been one 
of the great privileges of my time at Whittemore. You may be in Michigan 
tonight, but you will always have a place here.

Whittemore is better because you were part of it - and so am I.

With tremendous pride and affection,

Carolyn

Celebration Committee

Food Makes Friends

Jr. Committee

Nature, The Trails & The Gardens

Penelope Ayers Jim Irvine Andrea Stein Carolyn Thow Zack Zamarra

The Arts Education Music Wellness
Terri Fraser - Emeritus

Todd Lambrix - Emeritus
David Horowitz

Jeff Mase

Storrie Crutchely
Roberta Brassard

Drew Lovering
Thor Geise

Dr. Ellen Ganek
Carl Klemme

Elena Popova-Lamb
Yifat Yaron

Jasmine Bloch-
Krempels Craig

Katie Stein
Alexandra Thow

Chase Zamarra
Grayson Zamarra

Ben Walmer
Dan Lipow

Henry Reed
Kathryn Alberalla

Roya Alai
Sarah Berman

AJ Capella
Lee & Rym Chasalow

Lauren Covas
Amanda “Foxy” Coxy

Lars Crook

David Freiman
Jake Garfein

Alec & Lauren Gioseffi
Amanda “Mendy” Jimenez

Noah Joseph
Jaull Loram
Steve Mazur

Andrew & Shannon Mercado
Sal Pisani

Adam Press
Lucy Shunk

Brian Flegg
Dawn Pogosaew
Emily McCollum

Dylan Culver
Alexandra Gerrad

Mark Johnson
Antonia Lam

Ben Tolpa
Graciela Quintana



ANNIVERSARY LEADERSHIP SPONSOR

WITH GRATITUDE
As we celebrate ten years of Community, Culture & Conservation, we extend our heartfelt thanks to the  

generous sponsors whose support makes this milestone celebration possible.

WITH SPECIAL THANKS TO

Your partnership helps Whittemore remain a place where community gathers, creativity flourishes, and nature is protected.

HIGHLANDS DINNER CLUB THE FORAGED FEAST

METRO MANAGEMENT 

FLOWERS BY THE RIVER CULINARY JOURNEYS 

GRAND RENTAL STATION 3BR DISTILLERY

IRONBOUND FARM

COUNTRY CLUB SERVICES 



Empowering our Members
Strengthening our Communities

Elevating Architecture

Learn more at aiacnj.org

Congratulations to Whittemore on 10 Years of Community, Culture and Conservation!



The Woman’s Club of Tewksbury Township

Celebrating a decade of community, culture & conservation - inspiring art, protecting nature, and bringing people together.

Here's to the next chapter of growth and connection!

C o n g r a t u l a t e s   W h i t t e m o r e 10 Years Strong!







CONGRATULATIONS, 

Celebrating 10 years 
of community, culture, and conservation.

ROOTED IN PLACE. 
SUSTAINED BY COMMUNITY.

supporting the shared work of 
caring for the land and community 

we call home.
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Certified Organic 
Growers of

Grains, Produce & 
Honey

Visit our Online Store:
www.coldbrookfarmnj.com

From our farm to your   table
We’re returning to the roots, practicing sustainable, regenerative 

agriculture, growing nutrient-dense, hyper-seasonal specialty 
produce without GMO’s, pesticides, herbicides, glyphosate,  

or synthetic chemicals. 
Available at the farm – eggs, raw honey, maple syrup, vegetables, 

herbal teas, flowers, seasonings & baked goods.

Items may be purchased via our farm store page, and picked up on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, from 4-6PM in our farm store at  

75 Willow Avenue in Peapack. Shopify payment plans available.  
Inquire at info@maranatha.farm.

www.maranatha.farm



SILENT MAID 

1924





FOR SCHEDULE AND BOOKING,
VISIT

MAMA DMAMA DMAMA D
&&&   
THETHETHE

VEXATIONSVEXATIONSVEXATIONS

MAMA D
& 

THE
VEXATIONS

WWW.MAMADMUSIC.COM

CORPORATE
EVENTS

High-Energy Cover Band

PRIVATE
PARTIESWEDDINGS BARS

Whittemore, congrats on 10 years!



�

F O R T I S  F I T N E S S TM

I N S P I R I N G  I N D I V I D U U A L S  S I N C E  2 0 0 6

PERSONAL TRAINING
BUDDY TRAINING

fortisfit.com - 908-872-5982
40 Morristown Rd, Bernardsville





Wealth Management 
Advanced Tax Planning 

1225 NJ 31,  Building C, Suite 324
Lebanon, NJ 08833
610.750.9444 | Info@GuidanceWA.com
GuidanceWealthAdvisors.com

10 Years
of

COMMUNITY, CULTURE & CONSERVATION

CONGRATULATIONS TO
WHITTEMORE

Business Succession Planning 
Legacy & Estate Planning 



At Whittemore, there truly is something for everyone —  
expressed through our seven dynamic platforms:  

Arts, Music, Wellness & Nature, The Trails, The Gardens,  
Education, and Food Makes Friends.

Thank you for coming!
Scan the QR Code for more ways to support out work.

www.WhittemoreCCC.orgOldwick NJ 908 439 1201



34th Tewksbury 
Art Show & Sale

tewksburyhistory.net

Presented By The Tewksbury Historical Society


	Button5: 


